T-cell responses against tuberculin and sensitin in children with tuberculosis and non-tuberculosis mycobacterial lymphadenopathy.
Multi-colour flow cytometry was applied to determine T-cell-specific interferon-gamma, interleukin-2 and tumour necrosis factor-alpha expression in children with tuberculosis and non-tuberculosis mycobacterial lymphadenopathy (NTM-L). In vitro stimulation of peripheral blood mononuclear cells with purified protein derivative from Mycobacterium tuberculosis (tuberculin) and M. avium (sensitin) revealed differential recognition of tuberculin and sensitin in both study groups. Ratios of tuberculin-specific and sensitin-specific T-cell proportions in individual patients discriminated between children with tuberculosis or NTM-L. These findings have the potential to improve the differential diagnosis of mycobacterial infections.